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Important Information 

Spring Half term 

School reopens to students at 8.45am on     

Tuesday 8th January 2019.  Breakfast club is 

available from 7.30am for children in Reception 

to Year 6. 

Exceptional Leave 

If for any reason you need to take your child out 

of school during term time there is now a form 

that must be completed and returned to the 

Attendance Officer (these are available from the  

school office) and will be assessed by the school. 

Any unauthorised absences may result in a     

penalty notice being issued. 

Reporting Absences 

All absences must be reported to the school  

office by 9am on each day of absence. 

  GIVE IT 100%  

On our return we will be continuing with 

our amazing attendance reward   

THE GOLDEN TICKET. 

Senior Leadership Team upon our return. 

Executive Head – Mr Goddard 

Head of School – Mr Roe 

Executive Vice Principal – Mrs K Hartshorne 

SENDCO – Mrs Mills 

Assistant Principals 

Mrs Florou (EYFS) 

Miss Brook - (Yr 1 & 2) 

Mrs Gallagher (Yr 3 & 4) 

Mr Pretsell (Yr 5 & 6) 

  

Victoria Primary Academy 

would like to welcome to 

our family 

Mrs Rudling—Year 1 

Miss Lunn—Year 3 

Mr Joynson—Year 5 

Call us 

0113 2482449  

Email us 

info@vpaleeds.co.uk  

Follow us 

@VPALeeds 

Like us 

@victoriaprimaryacademyleeds 

Visit us 

www.vpaleeds.co.uk 

Merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year 

from all  the staff at            

Victoria Primary Academy 

This half terms we are  saying bye to Miss Murphy, Miss 

Smart & Miss Brew, we wish them all the best at their new 

schools. 

We would like to wish Miss Bowles all the best with her new 

adventure down under 



 

A message from the Executive Principal 
  

Firstly, I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the entire school team. 

 

On behalf of Wellspring Academy Trust and the governors we would like to say thank you to Mr Roe in his first term as the interim 

Head of School, the entire school staff and the pupils of Victoria Primary Academy for their hard work throughout the term. I would 

also like to say thank you for the support that we receive from parents/carers and the community in making a difference to so many 

young lives. I has been a magical last few weeks in school with the Christmas Spirit in full flow; seeing the faces of our pupils on the    

Christmas Dinner day as they laughed and joked with each other and the staff was extremely heart-warming. 
The New Year brings with it new challenges as VPA continues to evolve and I would like to thank you all for the ideas that you have 
put forward to us - having the views of our entire community is key in our journey. 
Areas that we have worked hard to develop in this academic year have included how we can communicate with our families. The 
introduction of our school app as well as the recent changes to the way we use our Facebook page have certainly improved this. We 
have received great feedback from the new format of the half termly newsletter that shares not only the key information about the 
school but also the great work taking place in each year group. 
Additional aspects of school that have been the focus of the first term have included; 
 

  The implementation of a new and exciting Maths curriculum with a real focus on problem solving and real-life skills. 

  The use of Chromebooks to support learning and online resources that our pupils and families can access e.g. Bug Club for        
 reading and Education City for educational games 

  The introduction of ‘Enabling Enterprise’ throughout the school where pupils have opportunities to develop their enterprise  
 skills as well as visit local businesses. 

  Purchasing additional resources for our before and after school clubs. 

  A revamp of our nurture and pastoral facilities. This now offers separate rooms for KS1 and KS2, a kitchen, a safe space as 
 well as an amazing outdoor space and has already been used by 25% of our school. 

  Two additional lunchtime coaches who provide a wide variety of sporting activities. 
 We have also secured funding to install a state of the art sensory room that will not only support the needs of our pupils but 
 act as an income source as we hire this out to other schools in the region. 
  
What our results show 
The end of Key Stage Two results for schools in England were published last week. I am very pleased to tell you that compared to the 
previous year there were improvements not only in the number of pupils reaching the national standard but more importantly in 
the progress our pupils made during their time in KS2.  This progress data not only shows great improvements from the previous 
year but also that our school is making the same progress, and often better progress than many schools in Leeds.  
As you will see above Maths is one of our key focus areas across school and the data from this year shows incredible progress in all 
year groups and this will be closely monitored to ensure that this continues over the course of the year.  
Our end of Key Stage One and Early Years results also follow the same pattern with greater progress and higher percentages of    
pupils reaching the required standards than in the previous year. 
I am incredibly proud of all the hard work that the school staff and pupils have done over not only the last term but in the previous 
academic year and again want to thank you all for your support in the work that we do. Here’s to an amazing 2019.  

 
Kind Regards 
Ian Goddard 
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Let’s Celebrate 

Nursery and Reception children have used their best    

handwriting to produce a poem for Christmas. The best 

handwriters  from each class received a special certificate. 

We are continuing to take pride in our work and always          

produce the best we possibly can.  We are making great  

improvements with our handwriting and our teachers are 

very proud. 

We are also practising 

being independent. 

Looking after our      

belongings and putting 

coats/hats/gloves/

water bottles away in 

the correct place at the 

start of every  session. 

Nursery Topics 

The children in nursery have really enjoyed the 

topic of  traditional fairy tales.  Starting with the 

Three Billy Goats Gruff.  We would like to give the 

children the opportunity to share their favourite 
bedtime story with their friends at school, you are 

welcome to send these books into class. 

Achievement Slips        

Nursery and Reception 

If your child has achieved 
something at home that you 
are particularly proud of 
please write this on an 
achievement slip and we will 
share this in class assembly. 



This half term in year 1 we have been very busy! 

Our topic this half term has been ‘From A to B’.  During the topic, 

we have learnt all about different types of transport, collected       

Information about what transport the class uses, researched 

transport through history and created some fantastic transport         

artwork! 

In English, we started the term looking at the book ‘Here I am’, a 

story of a little boy who has to leave his home country and move 

to America. We used the detailed drawings in the book to discuss 

how the boy would have been feeling, write a letter to him and a 

sense poem. We then looked at ‘Lost and Found’; we described the 

penguin in the story, created penguin art and missing posters and 

then retold the story in our own words! 

In math’s we have practiced writing numbers in words and found 

½ and ¼ of shapes and numbers using a range of resources. We 

have also identified coins and used them to buy different        

classroom items by using our knowledge of coins and adding.  

Finally, we have looked at time; we discussed times of the day 

and how we do different activities at different times such as day 

and night. We then looked at time on a wider scale,    learning 

about the seasons, a year, months and days of the week. 

Amongst all of this we have continued to practice our ball skills 

in PE with Mr. Smith and have been incredibly busy learning 

songs, rehearsing lines, and creating props for our   nativity 

‘Born in A Barn’. 



 Year 2 have had an extremely busy half term. Beginning with a fabulous week on activities for 

Remembrance, the children loved creating poppy artwork. They also enjoyed writing their 

own Remembrance day poems, many of which have been displayed around school for all to 

see. 

Following this, we began our ‘From A to B’ topic. Children have enjoyed learning about differ-

ent transport and learning about how this has changed over time. Many of them could not 

believe some of the changes since different vehicles were first used. We worked collabora-

tively to collect data regarding how  children travel to school and then presented this on bar 

charts and tally charts. The children thoroughly enjoyed the artwork we completed through 

this topic. We experimented with a variety of techniques, including using pastels to show 

movement within a picture. We also enjoyed learning the story of Icarus and creating our 

own set of wings to travel with.  

In maths, we have focused a lot on money and time. The children are now becoming more 

confident at half past, o’clock, quarter past and quarter to times and they are beginning to use 

these throughout the school day to discuss   different events. We have looked at different 

coins which are used and we worked hard to create different amounts of money using the 

simplest coins. This was very tricky work but with practice and perseverance, we became 

increasingly confident. 

In English, we have looked at the text ‘Lost and Found’. The children really enjoyed this story 

and worked to retell their own version. We have continued to focus on basic sentence struc-

ture, ensuring we use capital letters and full stops. We have also challenged ourselves in our 

writing, making sure we include adjectives, adverbs and some of us even managed to include 

a simile or two! 

We developed basketball skills in our PE lessons with Mr Smith and we are now all extremely 

confident at throwing and catching on our own and with a partner. We look forward to using 

these skills in our PE lessons with Miss Brook and Mrs Ahmed after Christmas.  

We finished the term creating a variety of Christmas themed products, many of which we 

have brought home for you to enjoy. After all of our hard work, we are now looking forward 

to a rest before we return in January to continue with our success.   



During this half term, Year 3 have taken a few steps back in time by 
diving into the spectacular world of Ancient Egypt. During our       
lessons the children explored the many ways in which the River Nile 
was important for the Ancient Egyptian people and their way of life. 
The children also researched what 'Mummification' was and even 
had a go at mummifying their friends. Excellent teamwork guys!  
In English, the children have enjoyed focusing on texts on the        
Ancient Egyptians, completing a wide variety of challenges. They 
have written diary entries as archaeologists, written information 
texts about ancient Egypt and retold stories of Egyptian Gods.     
Leading up to Christmas they have really enjoyed ‘The Lion, the 
Witch and the wardrobe’, exploring the settings and characters in 
Narnia. 
In maths, the children have developed their multiplication and      
division strategies , working with increasingly challenging numbers 
and applying them to reasoning problems. They have also looked at 
properties of 2D and 3D shapes, creating 3D models such as cube's, 
cuboid's, square based pyramids and triangular based pyramids. 
Some children managed to stretch themselves further and even   
create triangular prisms! 
Both Mr Myczko and Miss Lunn are looking forward to seeing what 

the children bring to their learning in the new year.  

 

What do I say? 

Answer  - Victoria 



 

 

We returned after our half term break to children learning all 

about World War 1. We listened to the story about how the 

soldiers played football. The writing that the children       

produced was amazing, so thoughtful and showed empathy 

towards the experiences that they learned about. 

We then moved on to ‘Walking like an Egyptian’ finding out 

about the life in the Ancient Egyptian era. The children had 

lots of fun using different resources to find information using 

both books and technology, using the knowledge they 

gained they went on to writing their own information text. 

They certainly knew their stuff! The children have taken part 

in a wonderful investigation trying to build their own        

pyramid. It was not as easy as they thought but team work 

was definitely the key to make this challenge a success. The 

children designed their own head pieces and the effect was 

fabulous. We have so many budding artists in Year 4. 

We have ended the term with a Christmassy feel reading the 

classic ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’. The children 

have been hooked by this story and the writing that they 

have produced has really impressed all visitors to our     

classroom.  Continuing the outstanding effort stunning    

artwork and a logical puzzles all about friends in Narnia, you 

can say we have ended the year on a festive high.  

May we take this opportunity to wish all a wonderful    

Christmas break and we look forward to seeing you all in 

January 2019. 



Year 5 have been working their socks off this half term! 

They started their topic off by visiting the  National   

Science and Media Museum in Bradford where they 

learned about inventions and how they shape the world 

today. Bringing this new knowledge back into the class-

room, they learned what it takes to become an inventor 

and worked together to invent some fantastic machines 

and apps! 

Some children visited Addleshaw Goddard in the centre 

of Leeds, as part of our Enabling Enterprise work, to 

learn what it was like to work in law. It was amazing to 

see such excellent teamwork and problem solving skills 

as well as seeing the quieter and more reserved children 

shine in a different learning environment. All of the   

children also worked fantastically in our Enabling      

Enterprise day at school in which they worked in teams 

to plan a new community on a different planet! We 

would also like to congratulate our Primary Enterprise 

team who represented out school at the final! They    

presented their radio show in a fun and creative way and 

were awarded with a trophy for being so fabulous! 

Every child in Year 5 should be so proud of all of their 

hard work and progress throughout this half term. We 

wish them a relaxing, fun and happy Christmas in which 

they can recharge their batteries ready for the New Year! 

Mrs Gee and Miss Bowles 



Year 6 have had a very busy and exciting half-
term! At the beginning of this half-term, we     
visited Whitby for our residential. All the children 
thoroughly enjoyed their time in Whit-
by, experiencing: Viking activities, story telling, a 
life boat trip, a tour of Whitby and fossil hunting. 
Later, we visited Bradford Media Museum to   
develop our understanding of our topic 'What 
Price Progress?'. Year 6 should be extremely 
proud of their mature attitudes shown during 
both of these trips!  
 
During our topic this half-term, we have           
developed our understanding of  technology,  
including how this has progressed and how      
important this is within modern day society. After 
considering particular needs, we designed our 
own invention. The children carefully considered 
their designs and adapted these to ensure  they 
were most effective for their purpose.  
 
As you can see from the pictures, the children 
have thoroughly enjoyed the trips this half-term 
and can't wait to see what learning will take 
place in the new year! 



 

 

Spring term  Key Dates  

07.01.19   Training Day – school closed to pupils  

08.01.19  School open to pupils 

05.02.19  Chinese New Year 

12.2.19   EE trip – Y4 – Brentwood 

15.02.19  School closes at 3.15 for half term 

25.02.19  School opens to pupils 

07.03.19  World book day – Come dressed as your favourite book character 

08.03.19  EE challenge Day  (future transport) 

21.03.19  Poetry Day 

27.03.19   Celebration of Faith assembly Y4 & 5 – 2pm 

29.03.19  School closes at 3.15 for Easter Break 
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Summer term Key Dates 

 

15.04.19  Training Day – school closed to pupils 

16.04.19  School opens to pupils 

16th – 18th April Eggcellent Eggperience  

19.04.19  Good Friday – School closed to pupils 

22.04.19  Easter Monday – School closed to pupils 

23.04.19  School opens to pupils 

06.05.19  May Day – school closed to pupils 

07.05.19  School opens to pupils 

13th - 17th May  Year 6 SATs week 

20th -  24th May Year 2 SATs week 

21.05.19  World day – Cultural Diversity 

24.05.19  School closes at 3.15 for half term 

03.06.19  School opens to pupils 

10th – 14th June Yr1 Phonics screening week 

17th – 21st June Refugee Week 

24th – 28th June Writing Moderation Week 

26.06.19  Sports Day Y3/4/5/6 

03.07.19  Reserve sports day Y3/4/5/6 – in-case of bad weather 

10.07.19  Sports day Y1 & 2 

11.07.19  Reserve sports day Y1 & 2 – in-case of bad weather 

17.07.19  Year 6 Performance 2pm & 6pm  

    (provisional – awaiting high school transition information) 

 

23.07.19  School closes at 3.15 for Summer holidays 

24.07.19  Training Day – school closed to pupils 
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