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Important Information 

Half term 

School closes at 3.15pm on 26th October and will            

reopen at 8.30am on 5th November 

Exceptional Leave 

If for any reason you need to take your child out 

of school during term time there is now a form 

that must be completed and returned to the 

Attendance Officer (these are available from the  

school office), this  will then be assessed by the 

school . 

Any unauthorised absences may result in a     

penalty notice being issued. 

Reporting Absences 

As we enter the winter months please note that 

all absences must be reported to the school  

office by 9am  on each day of illness. 

 

WE NEED YOU!!! 

We are collecting plastic 

bottles to turn into Poppies 

for our WW1 Centenary. 

GIVE IT 100% IN NOVEMBER     

Get ready for our amazing 

attendance incentive coming in     

November. 

Call us 

0113 2482449  

Email us 

info@vpaleeds.co.uk  
Follow us 

Like us 

@victoriaprimaryacademyleeds 

Visit us 

www.vpaleeds.co.uk 

Senior Leadership Team upon our return. 

Executive Head – Mr Goddard 

Head of School – Mr Roe 

Executive Vice Principal – Mrs K Hartshorne 

SENDCO – Mrs Mills 

Assistant Principals – Mrs Florou (EYFS), Miss 

Brook (Yr 1&2), Mrs Gallagher (Yr 3&4) and from 

January we will be welcoming Assistant      

Principal, Mr Pretsell (Yr 5&6) 

 

Parents Council 

 

Are you interested in joining  
Mr Roe, Mrs Connolly & Mrs 
Florey as part of the Parents 
Council? 

We are looking for 1 parent 
from each year group  to be 
share ideas on school and  
having a impact on school life..  

If you feel this is for you please  
express your interest to the 
school office  as soon as    
possible. 

 The end of this half terms sees us  

saying bye to Mr Easthaugh & Mrs 

Grogan,  we wish them all the best 

at their new schools. 



This half term the children have been very busy, continually learning and     

rehearsing new skills. We have our families, human growth, the place we live 

and hygiene routines. We have also looked at the topic of “Birthdays“ and  

during circle time the children shared how they celebrate their birthdays   

together with the presents they received on their last birthday.  Children 

used their mark making skills to write about their favourite meal. We also 

looked at various fruit and sorted them into groups and then used them to 

make some super prints. A daily “phonic time” has provided the development of 

phonics awareness. Children are using their knowledge to blend and segment 

phonemes in order to develop skills for reading and writing. Guided reading 

activities give children opportunities to develop their reading skills and 

each week a different writing focus has enabled children to practise   

writing words. We are very pleased with the support given by parents for 

regular reading sessions at home as well as all home learning activities. 

Thank you, parents your support really does make a huge difference to 

your child's   progress and development.  

Homework 
Every Friday your Reception class teacher will give your 
child homework. Could we kindly ask that you help your child 
complete it and return back to school? This is an opportunity for 
all parents to get an insight of what your child does at 
school.  We have  therefore put a great deal of effort 
into writing suitable, fun and home friendly activities 
for children and parents to share together.  
Children will benefit and so will parents and teachers! 



This half term, Year 1 have been completing some   
fabulous learning as they have transitioned into Key 
Stage 1. The year started with an exciting trip to    
Yorkshire Wildlife Park where the children were able 
to discover information about different animals by 
speaking to the zookeepers. They also had the         
opportunity to find out what makes animals amazing, 
through a workshop with Becky, one of the zookeepers. In 
English the children have focussed on the text ‘Zeraffa     
Giraffa’ completing a wide variety of challenges. They have 
written letters to the Great Pasha of Egypt,  described the 
habitat of Zeraffa and retold the story in their own words. In 
maths, the children have  developed their   addition and 
subtraction skills using  numicon to support in this. They 
have also looked at shape and measures,  discovering how 
these skills can be used in real life situations. The children 
are beginning to learn their times tables, which is improving 
their mental maths skills. During IPC, Year 1 have loved their 
topic ‘Live and Let Live’. The  topic was all about animals and 
about what living things need in order to stay alive. The  
children discovered that all living things need air, food and 
shelter. They also discussed the needs of pets, with a visit 
from the Dog’s Trust, looking at how we can look after    
animals at home. Our Year 1s have also enjoyed their time 
with the sports coach, Mr White & Mr Smith,  developing 
their basic PE skills and thinking about working as a team.  

We are already looking forward to seeing what our          
fabulous Year 1s achieve next half term  

 



This half term, Year 2 have really enjoyed embracing the new challenges that 

the older year group brings. They began with an engaging trip to  Yorkshire 

Wildlife Park, asking questions about the different animals they had           

researched beforehand. The children were excited to see what some of the 

animals looked like and to discover the kinds of food they ate. Year 2 also had 

the opportunity to find out what makes animals amazing, through a         

workshop with Becky, one of the zookeepers. In English, the  children have 

enjoyed focussing on the text ‘Zeraffa Giraffa’ completing a wide  variety of 

challenges. They have written letters to the Great Pasha of Egypt, described 

the habitat of Zeraffa, written newspaper reports about the arrival of Zeraffa 

in Paris and retold the story in their own words. The children are  really     

beginning to get to grips with some of the more complex Year 2 grammar 

expectations. In maths, the children have developed their mental addition 

and subtraction skills, working with  increasingly challenging numbers. They 

have also looked at properties of 2D and 3D shapes, finding these within our 

classroom setting. The children also spent some time looking at measures and 

getting a solid understanding of cm, m, g and kg. During IPC, Year 2 have 

loved their topic ‘Live and Let Live’. The topic was all about animals and about 

what living things need in order to stay alive. The children discovered that all 

living things need air, food and shelter and were shocked to discover that this 

also includes humans! Year 2 enjoyed finding out about the needs of pets, 

with a visit from the Dog’s Trust, looking at how we can look after animals at 

home. Some of the children even got to use a special machine to find a     

microchip in the dog. The children also enjoyed making bird feeders to put in 

their gardens at home. Our Year 2s have also enjoyed their time with the 

sports coach, Mr White & Mr Smith developing their basic PE skills and   

thinking about working as a team. They especially enjoyed the use of the 

skills bibs, with different colours, numbers, shapes and letters on them.    

We are already looking forward to seeing what our wonderful Year 2s achieve 

next half term  



 

We were lucky enough to have a visit from James… 

James Boffin and he had a license to engage all of 

Year 3 and 4 in some amazing science experiments! All 

the children were then able to take part in a class 

workshop looking more closely at electricity and how it 

travels. The children loved every minute of the work 

they did with James and some have even gone on to 

look at his website and try some of his experiments at 

home which was really fantastic to hear.  
 

Thank you to all the parents who came to meet their 

child’s teacher at parents evening, it was lovely to see 

you all. For all parents who could not make it please try 

to make an appointment to see your teacher. 
 



 

What a fabulous first half term we have 

had in Lower Key Stage 2! We have been 

learning all about electricity. The children 

have been using the electrical equipment to 

investigate how they can light up a bulb in a 

circuit. They have begun to draw conclusions 

and test theories about what will happen if 

they change the number of bulbs and     

batteries. We have also done  research on 

famous scientists and their impact on    

electricity. Children made timelines of when 

electrical items were invented. Excitement 

grew when we thought about becoming     

inventors ourselves. What could the       

children invent that could have an impact 

at Victoria Primary Academy? We had some 

wonderful ideas for inside the classroom 

and I think we need to go on Dragons 

Den! During our art lessons we used chalk 

and oil pastels to show the direction of light 

coming from a bulb. We have some         

wonderful artists in our phase!  

Thank you to all the parents who 

came to meet their child’s 

teacher at parents evening, it 

was lovely to see you all. For all 

parents who could not make 

it please try to make an          

appointment to see your     

teacher. 



On Wednesday 10th October, Year 5 had a visit from the  Primary 
School Enterprise Company. Their challenge was to work in small 
groups to create their own children’s radio show! In order to build 
team-building skills, the children were put into mixed groups of 
children from both 5HG and 5BB and had to work in those teams 
for the entire day. To inspire the children, they watched a video 
clip of the Primary School Enterprise Finals from last year that 
involved children from our school. Seeing their peers on the big 
screen really engaged and motivated them. They were desperate 
to be the winning team so they could go to the final that is to be 
held in December. The children also watched video clips from local 
radio presenters that they listen to on a daily basis to learn how a 
radio station works. Throughout the day, the teams were given a 
series of different challenges in order to create the perfect radio 
show. They had to give their show a name, discuss what age group 
they wanted listening to their show and they even had to budget 
for paying for a recording studio, a presenter and even for playing 
songs! The children also learnt that radio stations earn money by 
playing different advertisements so they had to work out how 
much money they needed to make and how many adverts they 
had to play in an hour show. At the end of the day, each group had 
to present their show idea, including all the costs and profit, to a 
panel of judges. The judges then had the difficult task of picking a 
winning group to go through to the final in December. Even 
though there was only one winning team, every child worked  
extremely hard and persevered even when things got difficult. 
They should be so proud of themselves!  

Well done Year 5!                                                                                       
Mrs Gee and Miss Bowles  



In Year 6 this half term, our IPC focus has been ‘Space Scientists’. The children have 

done lots of practical investigations to find out more about the sun, moon and Earth. 

We even dug down into the Earth to find out the different materials it is made of! 

The most interesting part of the topic the children enjoyed was finding out about 

‘auroras’ also known as the Northern Lights. We had lots of fun designing our own  

using chalks in very bright colours. The children have also written diary entry’s about 

what it would be like if the sun disappeared for a day! They were very interesting to 

read. 

 

Both classes also performed their class assembly all about space. We are very proud 

of all the hard work and effort they have put into this topic and as you can see from 

the pictures, the children have shown enthusiasm and enjoyment applying their space 

knowledge to art work. 

 

 

We look forward to next term which includes our residential and a trip to  

Bradford Science Museum 


